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More of the same in March?
FEBRUARY has come and gone, with the ‘Beast from the East’ to follow here in March. I am 
not hoping for the same conditions we had in late January (pictured below), however we must 
embrace ourselves and get ready to be warmly layered to enjoy our golf.
Our Pro Shop is well equipped to supply such needs, as well as a warm coffee and a chat. Those 
of you not wishing to step out on the course can use the simulator studio clinic of course.
We were treated to a great Malaysian evening earlier in the month, special thanks to Peter and 
his super team for delivering an enjoyable and palatable event, we are looking forward to the 
next tasting evening.
Well done to Richard Munns, Steve Bailey and ex-Skip for their Whiskey evening (yes there was 
an Irish taster to be had).
Thank you to Mr Vice George Khaw for his contribution of assisting in the preparation, and the 
delivery to the tables of these fine malts and blends. 
Janet, as always, thank you for guiding us with instruction  
of collecting the empty glasses etc, it is a pleasure to work  
with you.
Quiz night soon came round and a big thank you to Jane  
and Paul Sisman for their well-managed event. Also to  
Mary MacLaren who addressed everyone at the end, for  
their attendance, stating special thanks to our quiz  
masters, and then proclaiming herself and team as  
winners of the night. Well done Mary and Co.  
(how many were in your team? ha ha).
I was invited to play in the mixed, and what a delight  
it was to meet for the first time, Shirley Chapman. I  
thoroughly enjoyed her company along with the rest  
of our team with whom I have played with before. 
The temporary pairing was due to my usual partner  
Sheena (sister being away on holiday), and Chris  
Dickens (Arsenal fan leaving his partner, to go to  
Wembley to a football final against Manchester City,  
commiserations Chris ha ha).
With the difficult weather conditions we are currently  
experiencing, my special thanks to Steve and his team  
for the continued efforts to keep our course playable,  
it is greatly appreciated.
As always, please be mindful of the bunkers and their  
soft surrounds, as we need to be conscious of our  
course, so we can enjoy it when it is fully opened.
Wishing you a good month of golfing, may the  
weather be kind to us!
Thank you.
Club Captain,
Martin Wall
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NICK Ward, Cliff Wymant, David Martin and 
Neil Smith are amongst a 26-strong contingent 
of Wellingborough members competing in the 
opening NGL men’s event of the year as the 
Higgs Bowl takes place at Overstone Park on 
Saturday, April 28th.
TREAT your mum to a choice of fine quality 
meats, and vegetarian options, in the Mother’s 
Day Carvery at Harrowden Hall on Sunday, 
March 11th.
ENTRIES will close for the summer knockout 
competitions at midnight on Thursday, March 
15th. So get your name down now for the Watson 
Cup, Collier Cup, Upchurch Cup, Grey Jones 
Coffa Tlws and Saxby Salvers.
STEVE Hughes has set the early pace in the 
Seniors Lonsdale Series after winning the 
opening competition with 39 points.
THE 2018 Order of Merit begins this month with 
the March Medal as players compete in the first of 
13 events over the season.

DAVID Simpson, Laurence Wallis, David 
Hawkins and Chris Reading needed countback 
to grab the honours in the Winter Men’s Medal 
Minus Stableford after three teams came in 
with the leading score of -19.
CHRIS Dicks and Gerrard Tomkins are through 
to the last four of the Fish Cups KO, alongside 
Andrew Burton and Graham Flawn.
DAVE Connolly and Mark Hedley were the first 
pair to progress into the semi-finals of the Fish 
Plates KO after they overcame Loz Weekes 
and Gary Mullen in the last eight.
THANK you to all the members for your patience 
with the new bunkers. The edges are very soft, so 
we all appreciate your help in making sure they 
are in top condition for the new season.
WITH pages to fill in the Wellingborough Club 
Magazine, there are plenty of opportunities 
to advertise during the coming year. Please 
contact the Club Office to get your message 
across to the members and visitors in 2018.

Tap-Ins

125th Anniversary Dates in 2018
Please put these dates in your diary now, before you forget!

125th Celebration Week:
Tuesday, June 26th - Ladies ‘125’ Individual Medal

Wednesday, June 27th - Seniors ‘125’ Individual Medal
Thursday, June 28th - Juniors/Staff/Committee/Greenkeepers ‘125’ Team Event 

Friday, June 29th - Mixed ‘125’ Team Event
Saturday, June 30th - Men’s ‘125’ Individual Medal

1893 Tri-Club Championship:
Sunday, May 20th at Oundle Golf Club

Sunday, June 10th at Northampton Golf Club
Sunday, July 1st at Wellingborough Golf Club

Wellingborough Golf Club’s 125th Birthday:
Saturday, November 3rd - Nine-hole Team Event
Shotgun for all members - 9.00am & 12.00noon
Meal provided followed by fireworks at 4.30pm
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LADIES Captain Mary MacLaren said: “Well, what a miserable month February has been? With damp, 
cold, icy conditions on the golf course and lots of people, yours truly included, coming down with this 
horrible Australian flu bug - I can’t wait for Spring to show itself. Luckily the snowdrops around the course 
are trying to brighten things up!
“But our Ladies are a hardy bunch and I’m delighted that so 
many have turned out for our Cecil Leitch coaching under the 
watchful eye of Team Captain, Miriam Johnson.
“This inter-club team event is open to any ladies with a handicap 
of 12-36 so if you’re free on a Monday at 11am then please join 
us. It’s worth it just for the ‘biccies’ afterwards!
“The first game is in April at home on Friday 13th - which is going 
to be very unlucky for our opponents, Northampton GC.
“There is a Ladies Charity Bridge Drive on Monday, March 12th 
- if anyone has any prize/bottle donations for our raffle, they will 
be gratefully accepted.
“Having raised an incredible £700+ at the December event, Annie 
Evans and Geraldine Bunyan are pulling out all the stops to 
make this event even more of a money spinner in aid of our two 
Charities. For more details of Ups N Downs, Kettering and the 
Beds & Northants MS Therapy Centre please turn to pages 13-14.
“I would like to take this opportunity to say well done to Martin 
Evans for repairing all the bridge tables and making them look as good as new! Thank you Martin.
“Finally, I was delighted to open up Women & Golf Magazine (pictured above) this month to find a 
feature on Wellingborough Golf Club and Northamptonshire.
“Beautifully written by our past member Rebecca Gee, it highlighted some of our players as well as the 
125-year celebrations and the four Captains’ Drive-In. It’s good to keep the Club in the news!
“And finally, many thanks to the illustrious ‘Great Divide’ team (Richard Briggs, Lou Everard, Phil 
Eldwick, David MacLaren et moi) who won the February quiz, kindly provided by Jane and Paul Sisman. 
It was a great turnout and an extremely entertaining way to spend a Friday night - you should all try it.”

Bugs, Biscuits and Bridge - it’s such a busy time

Ryan and Meghan are starting to make the cut on Tour
BOTH Ryan Evans and Meghan MacLaren will look to take the positives  
from their latest performances on their respective European Tours.
Evans maintained his record of picking up money from all six 
events this season with three solid results in February as he  
took 33rd prize in the World Super 6 Perth, before finishing  
53rd and 61st in the Oman Open and Qatar Masters.
MacLaren (pictured) has endured a more difficult start to her first  
full season on the Ladies European Tour as she needed to wait until  
her third competition of the year to make her first cut as she finished  
in 57th spot in the Ladies Classic Bonville in Australia.
After missing out in the Oates Vic Open and Canberra Classic 
earlier in the month, the 23-year-old showed lots of character 
at Bonville Golf Resort as she bagged three birdies in the  
closing five holes to qualify for the weekend.
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We pride ourselves on delivering a first class service to our customers.
We offer the best prices in town for getting the job done to manufacturers’
specifications and are always totally up-front and honest with transparent 
pricing, and all replaced parts can be retained for customer inspection. 

The importance of the right training and equipment should never be 
under estimated. We invest heavily in the latest diagnostic and workshop

equipment as well as extensive and regular training. This commitment
to staying up to date ensures the highest quality of workmanship. 

                                        Qualifications held by our technicians include:
       ● Bosch Diesel Expert
       ● ATA Master Technician
       ● ATA Diagnostic Technician
       ● ATA Service Technician
       ● ATA Air Conditioning Specialist
       ● City & Guilds Level 3

● Servicing
● Electrical Fault Finding
● Diagnostics inc Diesel
● Four Wheel Alignment
● Air Conditioning

● MOT’s - Car & Van
● Timing Belts
● Suspension & Steering 
● Brakes & ABS Systems
● Clutch & Gearbox

Working in partnership with Wellingborough Golf Club
you will receive an additional 10% off servicing & repairs.

Just show your gold card when booking in

Not All Garages Are The Same...

Rushden 312511 - Wellingborough 271550

Special MOT price of £30

www.orbittyres.com



Wellingborough Golf Club Magazine 7

I WRITE	 this report at 
the end of February when 
normally you expect to 
see a slight improvement 
in the weather, a raise in 
temperatures and possibly 
playing a round of golf not 
looking like Michelin Man 
(below!).
Unfortunately the forecasters 
have told us we are 
entering the longest spell 
of sustained cold weather 
since 2013. So much for 
global warming!
Whilst on the weather, the 
seniors probably play more 
winter golf than anyone at the Club. So I would like to thank Steve Mackie and his staff for the great 
condition the course has been in all winter.
As usual Wellingborough Seniors have a busy golfing season with the nine-round Lonsdale Trophy 
already under way. The last round is in October and it is the best six scores to count.
We have a programme of 28 team matches against seniors from other clubs beginning at John 
O’Gaunt in April and ending at Beds & County in October.
This will keep our Team Manager Iain Campbell busy in his inaugural year as he tries to keep everyone 
happy with the matches they play.
We also have to defend the County Seniors Knockout Cup having won the first event last year (team 
pictured above). We have a difficult start with a match away at Oundle Golf Club in April.
In my year as Captain I will try to ensure that everyone enjoys their golf - matches, the competitions 
or the thrice-weekly roll ups.
Happy golfing.
Graham Bayes
2018 Seniors Captain

Seniors title defence starts at Oundle
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Wellingborough welcomes all 
juniors
FELLOW Junior Members,
My name is Ellie Darnell and It is with  
great honour and privilege I introduce  
myself to you all as your new Junior  
Club Captain for 2018.
I’ve been playing golf since the age of eight  
and have been a member of Wellingborough  
Golf Club for the past six years where I have  
been welcomed and supported by all.
Competitions have been an important part of my  
golf and, whilst not compulsory, we as a Club encourage  
and want juniors to improve; and this is best achieved 
through playing in a competitive environment. 
Regular junior competitions are held at the Club throughout 
the year and I would encourage all juniors to participate in 
these events, if they can. 
This would help your chances of being selected for our Junior 
League team as we compete against other junior teams in  
the County League. 
With this being my last year as a junior, I would like your  
help in bringing success to our junior section.
I am also available should anyone wish to go out on  
the golf course, so please feel free to contact me on  
ellie.d17@yahoo.com or our Junior Organiser  
George Khaw on georgekhaw@btinternet.com.
If you have any questions regarding friends or  
relatives that would be interested in joining as  
a junior, we will introduce them to the Club,  
provide more information on the joining  
process and of course help them with  
their golf progression.
We do have juniors that play in several  
county, regional and national competitions  
and we are here to encourage you all to get  
your golf to that level.
As the golfing season draws nearer, I will be  
shortly sending you important competition  
dates that I would encourage you all to enter.
Regards,
Ellie 
Junior Captain
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WELLINGBOROUGH member Roger Butler will end his stint as President of the Northamptonshire Golf 
Ltd when they hold their AGM later this month. Wellingborough Golf Club Magazine met up with Butler, 
who will hand over to club-mate Carol Gibbs, to discuss his two years in the role at the newly-merged body.

How do you reflect on the last two years?
It’s been very enjoyable. It’s been interesting 
watching some of the golf played, particularly the 
juniors, it’s been great to watch them improve 
and stretch themselves. The highlight was seeing 
Callum Farr and Ben Jones shoot nine-under-par 
after just nine holes in foursomes in the England 
Golf County Boys Final against Yorkshire - it 
included five birdies and two eagles.
What about the other teams?
Ladies County Week was great to watch. Hopefully 
the results will come because there are a number 
of girls coming through. The men’s first team 
came close in the Anglian League - just one game 
away from winning it. But we have three matches 
at Wellingborough this year, so if we go out and 
perform we have a very good chance. 
Did you enjoy playing for the County Seniors? 
They are a great bunch of guys. A big thank you to 
Mike Abbott for all the years that he has put in to 
Seniors Golf. Northamptonshire won the Anglian 
League for three years on the bounce under Mike.
As the first President of Northamptonshire Golf 
Ltd. How has the merger gone?
The company is in a good state, we have budgetary 
control, we know where we are spending the 
money and we still have some cash in the bank, 
which is not a bad thing to do. We are still in a 
good position to support the development of golf in 
Northamptonshire. The merger was always going  
to be a challenge but the board has worked 
together and the structures are in place to go 
forwards, and it can only improve. The NGL 
encompasses everything and everyone - all 
departments are given their fair chance now.
How supportive have the clubs been?
All the clubs deserve thanks for allowing the county 
to use their facilities, practice grounds, courses 
and venues for training sessions, competitions and 
matches over the last 24 months. And particularly 
to Wellingborough for being one of the first to put 
their hands up and say we could use the course 
for all first team matches for two years and to host 
the County Championships last year.

How did it feel to be part of Wellingborough’s 
first Scratch League title in 33 years in 2017?
There aren’t many County Presidents that have 
played on a winning Scratch League team, and 
remaining unbeaten as well - only two matches 
admittedly! But that was very good. The side was 
made up of youngsters and the more experienced 
golfers like myself and Gary Grimmitt, who are a 
bit more long in the tooth! Hopefully I’ll be selected 
to play again this year - probably Milton away 
because I can usually get a result around there.
Fellow Wellingborough member Carol Gibbs 
takes over as NGL President. How will you 
help her?
It is a big job now that it is merged, just getting 
around the matches to try and encourage our 
players is a lot to do. Carol will do it her way and I 
will offer my support, of course.
So what is next for you - more golf?
Yes, playing golf took a little bit of a backward 
step for me, but up until recently I was playing 
uncompetitive mid-amateur golf, whereas now I’m 
in the Seniors section. I’ve already got my name 
down for the English and Welsh, and possibly the 
Scottish, so hopefully I will be playing a little more 
golf, instead of trying to take on these youngsters!
Next month - new NGL President Carol Gibbs.

Last month of Presidential service for Butler
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Hollingsworth Trophy
WELLINGBOROUGH begin their attempt to win a 
second Hollingsworth Trophy crown in three years 
with a home clash against Priors Hall in Group B on 
Sunday, March 25th.
The 2016 champions travel to Rushden in their 
next match in April, host Kingsthorpe a fortnight 
later, before completing the campaign with a trip to 
Silverstone in mid-July.
With the top team in the group progressing through 
to the semi-finals, if Wellingborough are successful 
they will face defending champions Peterborough 
Milton, Oundle, Kettering, Whittlebury or Daventry.
Group A includes Brampton Heath, Cold Ashby, 
Collingtree, Stoke Albany and Farthingstone, 
while the other section is contested by last year’s 
beaten finalists Northampton, Northants County, 
Overstone, Staverton and Kettering’s B team.
Hollingsworth Trophy - Group B fixtures:
Sunday, March 25th - Wellingborough v Priors Hall.
Saturday, April 7th - Rushden v Wellingborough.
Saturday, Aril 21st - Wellingborough v Kingsthorpe.
Sunday, July 15th - Silverstone v Wellingborough.

WELLINGBOROUGH have enjoyed a proud record in NGL team competitions in recent seasons as 
the men’s, ladies and seniors have claimed the plaudits in knockout and league tournaments. With the 
2018 campaign fast approaching, this is what our teams have to look forward to in the coming weeks.

Handicap League
THE Club’s Handicap League team start their 
preparations for the new season with a friendly 
match against Wellingborough’s A team on Easter 
Saturday, March 31st.
The 2007 and 2014 winners will need to hit the 
ground running when they begin their campaign 
after been drawn away from home in three of their 
opening four fixtures.
Starting with trips to Staverton Park and Brampton 
Heath on May 10th and May 19th respectively, 
the Club are in the same group as Oundle and 
Daventry & District, who they host on the last 
weekend of the season.
Handicap League - Group C fixtures:
Thursday, May 10th - Staverton v Wellingborough.
Saturday, May 19th - Brampton v Wellingborough.
Thursday, May 24th - Wellingborough v Oundle.
Saturday, June 2nd - Daventry v Wellingborough.
Thursday, June 21st - Wellingborough v Staverton.
Thursday, June 28th - Oundle v Wellingborough.
Thursday, July 26th - Wellingborough v Brampton.
Saturday, August 4th - Wellingborough v Daventry.

JUNIOR member Jack Meakin wasted no time in 
clinching his first victory of 2018 as he grabbed a 
share of the top prize in the 7-8 year age group in 
the British Junior Golf Tour event at The Bedford.
The eight-year-old, who joined Wellingborough 
last year, carded six pars and three bogeys in a 
round of 38 in late February to finish level with 
Gravesend’s Michael Haywood, who birdied two 
of the last three holes.
With places up for grabs in the IMG Academy 
World Junior Championships next year,  British 
Junior Golf Tour, which is run by Wellingborough’s 
Steve Adams, has a series of competitions around 
the country throughout the season.
For more details of how to take part in these 
events, visit www.juniorgolftour.co.uk.

Debut victory for young Jack

Club teams get ready for pursuit of more glory
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Captains Charity: Ups N Downs
CLUB Captains Martin Wall, Mary MacLaren, Graham Bayes and Ellie Darnell  
are supporting two local charities in 2018 - Ups N Downs and Beds & Northants MS 
Therapy Centre. Throughout the year, Wellingborough Golf Club Magazine will keep you 
informed of exactly how and where your money is being spent. Thanks for your kind donations.

UPS N Downs support those with Down’s Syndrome in Northamptonshire. We now help over 40 families 
with both emotional and practical help for all family members.
The success of our previous fundraisers has enabled us to maintain the level of support we have been 
able to offer to all our members since we began in 2006. We continue to go from strength to strength.
One of our many objectives is to support 
parents, both pre-natal and post-natal, 
to ensure they have the right information 
to be able to make an informed choice 
when given the diagnosis that their child 
will have Down’s Syndrome.
We have prepared information packs 
which are placed in the maternity units 
in both Northampton and Kettering 
General Hospitals.
The packs contain real life stories of some 
of our families’ journeys together with 
accurate information in relation to Down’s 
Syndrome in an effort to dispel some of 
the myths that are commonly shared.
We are extremely proud to share that we are now funding a whole series of activities and training 
courses to further enhance the on-going development of all our children. These include:
•  Speech and Language - Programme for all of our members on a monthly basis, crucial for the children as 
they will face complicated challenges in mastering and using speech, language and communication skills.
•  Occupational Therapists - To work with our members to give specialist input into their sensory needs 
both within the home and school environment.
•  ‘Sing & Sign’ sessions on a weekly basis and monthly Parent Tots sessions - These help all involved 
to develop key communication skills in their formative years.
•  Weekly one-to-one swimming lessons - This builds general confidence and ability in the water. These 
take place in Kettering, Wellingborough and Oundle.
•  Monthly family get-togethers at the Wacky Warehouse in Rushden - These enable all our members 
and their families to meet and share common experiences as well as giving our children the chance to 
exercise and enjoy the soft-play facilities available.
•  Annual summer and Christmas events for all families.
•  Provision of essential training for early years and primary school staff who do, and will in the future, 
take responsibility for our children.
In the past 12 months, more than 60 staff representing nurseries and pre-schools and 40 teachers 
and support staff representing 26 primary schools have undertaken bespoke training provided by 
the DSA in support of the learning profiles of children with Down’s Syndrome.
During 2018 we would like to source further activities for our members including Creative and 
Expressive Workshops to build the confidence of our youngsters both on and off the stage. 
All of this is only possible with your support… thank you!
Karen Smith (0777 1717 460)
secretary@upsndowns.co.uk			   Please turn over for more details about
www.upsndowns.co.uk			     Beds & Northants MS Therapy Centre



14 www.wellingboroughgolfclub.com

Ladies Stableford - Hidden Holes (February 20th):
Silver Division: Winner:  Ida Huggins (32 + 10 
= 42), runner-up: Mary MacLaren (26 + 7 = 33). 
Bronze Division: Winner: Sue Sharp (22 + 7 = 29), 
runner-up: Marianne Price (21 + 3 = 24).
Winter Men’s Medal-Stableford (February 18th):
1 Laurence Wallis, David Hawkins, David 
Simpson & Chris Reading (-19 points), 2 Mark 
Rashley, Stephen West, Ian Landon & Dylan 
Gwinn (-19), 3 Leslie Hornby, Paul Albery, Joe 
Giammalva & Loz Weekes (-19).
February Midweek Stableford (February 15th):
1 Kevin Henman (36 points), 2 Martin Wood (35), 
3 Ian Ferris (35).
Ladies Individual Stableford (February 13th):
Silver Division: 1 Ellie Darnell (26 points), 2 
Carol Gibbs (25). Bronze Division: 1 Sue Sharp 
(25), 2 Judy Tann (19), 3 June Smith (16).
Mixed Competition (February 11th):
Winners: Rod Gibbs, Carol Gibbs, Paul Sisman, 
Jane Sisman, Graham Thompson & Liz Waine (75 
points).

Seniors Lonsdale 1 (February 7th):
1 Steve Hughes (39 points), 2 Andy Horn (38), 
3 Graham Bayes (37).
Ladies Stableford - Animal Magic (February 6th):
Silver Division: 1 Ashleigh Critchley (27 points), 
2 Jackie Banks (26), 3 Carol Gibbs (24). Bronze 
Division: 1 Pat Dawson (25), 2 Yvonne Jolly (24), 
3 Sue Sharpe (22).
Winter Men’s Am-Am (February 4th):
Winner: Bryn Morgan, Colin Armstrong, Tim 
Coleman & Elliott West (92 Points), runner-up: 
Carl Leeson, Paul Leeson, Jonathan Gould & 
Martin Wall (87).
Ladies Stableford - Odd Holes Double (January 30th):
Silver Division: 1 Lema Townsend (46 points), 2 
Amanda Rawson (39), 3 Carol Gibbs (34). Bronze 
Division: 1 Gill Rivers (47), 2 Sue Sharp (40), 3 
Judy Tann (40).
Mixed Competition (January 28th):
Winners: Anne Evans, Martin Evans, Marianne 
Price, Alan Price, Jacqui Banks & John Banks 
(57 points).

Results

THE Beds & Northants MS Therapy Centre has 
been providing advice, support and therapies 
to people with Multiple Sclerosis (MS) and their 
families for 35 years. We are the main provider 
within Northamptonshire and Bedfordshire.
Our aim is to help people to learn to manage their 
MS so that they can continue to lead independent 
and healthy lives on what is often a very difficult 
journey. 
We offer services that help people to self-manage 
their condition, including MS Specialist Nurse, 
physiotherapy, hydrotherapy, hyperbaric oxygen, 
adapted gym, counsellor, dietician, and other 
complementary therapies.
We have a specially adapted minibus that collects 
people from their homes who would not otherwise 
be able to get to the MS Therapy Centre to receive 
the treatment they need.  
We currently have around 800 members, over 300 
of whom attend the MS Therapy Centre weekly. 
We currently also assess 10 new MS referrals 
every month, thus helping to support those who are 
newly diagnosed or now need our services.

We receive no government funding, and have to 
raise some £400,000 a year ourselves in order 
to keep going. Our small fundraising team, run 
predominantly by volunteers, work hard to hold 
regular events and engage with the community to 
encourage income growth and awareness.
The Beds & Northants MS Therapy Centre is run for 
people with MS by people with MS. We encourage 
members to get involved 
as much as they can.
Thank you so much for 
your support this year  - it 
will be greatly appreciated 
by everyone at the MS 
Therapy Centre. We urge 
people to come and visit, 
-  to gain a greater insight 
into the work that is carried 
out, so please do give us a 
call on 01234 325781 and 
come and see for yourself.
Paula Priestley
fundraising@mscentrebedsandnorthants.com

Captains Charity: Beds & Northants MS Therapy Centre
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The Gazebo: An expensive restoration from The Wilderness 
WITH Wellingborough Golf Club celebrating it’s 125th anniversary in 2018, member David Wilson 
investigates all the significant changes that have occured at the Club over the last century and a 
quarter. In the third of 12 monthly articles, he looks at how a dilapidated building along the opening 
fairway changed from a useless and expensive eyesore to one of the course’s most iconic features.

THE alterations to the course in 1982 involved 
bringing the first tee and the 18th green up to the 
end of the gardens, and this had revealed The 
Gazebo - an early 18th century summer house!
It  had been built in the wilderness on the site of ‘the 
quaint old summer house’ where Charles I and his 
courtiers relaxed after playing bowls at Harrowden. 
It was usual for a wealthy owner to have carefully 
maintained parterres and gardens near the house 
enclosed by wrought iron gates. Beyond was a 
less formal area known as ‘The Wilderness’.
By Jane Austen’s time (around 1800), as she 
describes in both ‘Pride and Prejudice’ and ‘Mansfield 
Park’, the Wilderness was a ‘wild area of woodland 
which may have included a maze and shrubberies,  
where gentlemen and ladies could roam (to be 
close to nature or to have ‘private moments’).
After years of neglect, the Harrowden Gazebo 
was in an advanced state of dilapidation and the 
Club applied to demolish it.
Opposition came from local and national groups, 
The Department of the Environment, Wellingborough 
Council, English Heritage and individuals. An  
official enquiry considered the application in 
September 1981 and, as expected, it was refused.
The Club prevaricated for some time and asked .,.
for financial help from local organisations to. .
preserve this ancient monument because the- .
estimated restoration cost was £35-65,000.

No aid was forthcoming, neither was an agreement 
to a request to move The Gazebo and use it as a 
starter’s hut.
Lord Aberconway even offered to buy it and 
transport it to Wales but all permissions were 
refused, except for a relaxation of a demand for 
special footings.
So the Club was left to fund the restoration with 
40% help from English Heritage and £1000 each 
from the County and Borough authorities. 
Specialist contractors were called in. Original 
materials, bricks, roofing etc, were in short supply 
so had to be made to order and the project was 
overseen by historical experts.
The Club, members and officers alike, complained 
that it was ludicrous to have to spend so much 
on a ‘useless’ dilapidated building in the middle 
of a fairway when the Hall itself was in need of so 
much restoration work. 
Nevertheless, the authorities stood firm, the 
restoration was completed and now most members 
and visitors would agree that The Gazebo is a 
feature of the first hole that they would not wish 
to be without.
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Bar Hours

Catering Hours

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

11:00am - 5:00pm
11:00am - 10:00pm
11:00am - 11:00pm
11:00am - 6:00pm
11:00am - 7:00pm
11:00am - 11:00pm
11:00am - 6:30pm

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

10:00am - 4:30pm
10:00am - 5:00pm
10:00am - 5:00pm
10:00am - 5:00pm
10:00am - 5:00pm
 9:00am - 5:30pm
Filled rolls available

Advertise With Us
Full page; from £70 + VAT
Half page; from £45 + VAT

Quarter page; from £30 + VAT
Office - 01933 677234

general.manager@wellingboroughgolfclub.com

Date Start/End Event (1st tee, unless stated)
Sun 4th 8:15-13:15 Open Competition (all tees)
Tue 6th 10:00-13:00 Ladies 14-hole Competition
Wed 7th 8:15-11:30 Seniors Lonsdale 2
Thu 8th From 8:00 March Yellow Tee Midweek Stableford
Sun 11th From 9:00 Courage Cup
Tue 13th 10:00-13:00 Ladies 16-hole Competition
Thu 15th 10:00-14:00 Senior Men’s Open (1st & 10th)
Sat 17th 7:30-14:00 March Medal
Sun 18th 8:30-12:15 March Medal
Tue 20th 10:00-12:40 Ladies Captain v Vice Captain
Thu 22nd From 8:00 March White Tee Midweek Medal
Sat 24th 9:30-10:30 Ladies March Medal
Sun 25th 9:00-10:30 Mixed 14-hole Competition
Tue 27th 10:00-13:00 Ladies March Medal
Fri 30th 10:00-13:00 Ladies Invitation Day (1st & 10th)
Sat 31st 13:00-14:00 A Team v Handicap Team match

March 2018 fixtures
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To find out more about this 

exciting, new service and how 

it can benefit you, please pop 

into Croyland Car Megastore 

and speak to a helpful 

member of staff or call

01933 413 415

When buying a new, used vehicle, 
you want to know that the car 
you’re choosing is both safe and 
reliable, here at Croyland Car 
Megastore we are dedicated to 
making sure you feel happy and 
confident with your purchase. So 
when buying a vehicle from us, 
you can be sure that the car you’re 
choosing is the right choice.

www.croylandcarmegastore.co.uk

Added Protection 

AND PEACE OF MIND

FOR ALL OUR

CUSTOMERS

But don’t just take our word for 
it as every car at Croyland Car 
Megastore now includes as 
standard AA Inspect and  
Protect cover, which gives you:

• An independent, unbiased 
vehicle inspection and report

• 12-months free breakdown

• A free vehicle history check

• Three month’s free warranty

Peace of mind from one of the UKs 
best known motoring organisations.

Croyland Car Megastore, Northampton Road,  
Rushden, Northants, NN10 6GA


