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Spring heralds the start of wonderful year
AS we move into April, anticipation
is building for the new season at
Wellingborough Golf Club.
Of course, as always, plenty of you have
already been in action in competitions,
including the juniors who took part in
the inaugural nine-hole Junior Sunday
Stableford on March 10th.
This event gives youngsters without
handicaps and those with handicaps of
over 28 (boys) and over 36 (girls), an
opportunity to take part in competitions.
I’m pleased to report there was a good
turnout of boys and girls.
It forms part of our Junior Order of Merit,
and we had our second competition a
fortnight later.
I won’t reveal the winners, because all
that information is on page 7, but what
I will say is that one young lady made a
doubly impressive start to the year!
Talking about double-winning ladies,
congratulations to Meghan MacLaren on
another success on the Ladies European
Tour as she triumphed down under for the
second year in a row.
Retaining a title is never easy, something
our men’s Hollingsworth team may face
this season, but if they’re going to do
it, then at least they will look the part in
their new outfits - it made them look like
Olympians!!
Full details of their emphatic win against
Northampton and the narrow defeat at
Kingsthorpe, when all the team put in a gallant effort, are in this magazine. Good work guys, keep it up.
Back at the Club, I was fortunate enough to be invited to present the prizes for the Spring Senior Open
on March 21st - it was a well-attended event with a total of 99 seniors taking part.
Thanks to Pat Wilson, Rachel Owen, Christine Kelly and David Waite for making this a very successful
day. The Autumn Event is nearly full too.
I’m pleased to report, playing off mats on the fairways over the last few months did speed up course
recovery, so thank you to everyone for following the ‘recommendation’ to use them!
The Captain’s Away Day at The Woburn Golf Club is drawing closer, and I’m sure we will have a
fantastic day on Friday, April 5th.
Please enjoy your golf and be lucky - stay away from the Captain’s Bunker and Out of Bounds on the
18th Hole.
2019 Club Captain, George Khaw
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Not All Garages Are The Same...
●
●
●
●
●

MOT’s - Car & Van
● Servicing
Timing Belts
● Electrical Fault Finding
Suspension & Steering ● Diagnostics inc Diesel
Brakes & ABS Systems ● Four Wheel Alignment
Clutch & Gearbox
● Air Conditioning

Special MOT price of £30
Working in partnership with Wellingborough Golf Club
you will receive an additional 10% off servicing & repairs.
Just show your gold card when booking in
We pride ourselves on delivering a first class service to our customers.
We offer the best prices in town for getting the job done to manufacturers’
specifications and are always totally up-front and honest with transparent
pricing, and all replaced parts can be retained for customer inspection.
The importance of the right training and equipment should never be
under estimated. We invest heavily in the latest diagnostic and workshop
equipment as well as extensive and regular training. This commitment
to staying up to date ensures the highest quality of workmanship.

Qualifications held by our technicians include:
● Bosch Diesel Expert
● ATA Master Technician
● ATA Diagnostic Technician
● ATA Service Technician
● ATA Air Conditioning Specialist
● City & Guilds Level 3

www.orbittyres.com
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Summers hits hot streak in Winter Seniors Lonsdale
BRIAN Summers moved to the top of the 2019
Seniors Lonsdale Order of Merit after taking the
plaudits in the second round with an excellent tally
of 42 points.
The 13-handicapper was in devastating form
through the opening 13 holes as he carded one
gross birdie, 10 pars and just two bogeys, before
holding his nerve over the closing few holes.
Phil Elwick’s 39 points were enough to secure
the runners-up position as he now sits four points
behind Summers in the overall table on 75. David
Birkett, who finished joint third with Robin Everard
in round two, lies third in the standings on 73 points.
Wednesday, April 3rd is the date for the third round
of the Seniors Lonsdale.
Two of the four pairings in the Semi-Finals of the
Redgwell Plate Seniors Winter Pairs Knockout have
now been confirmed after John Callow and Rod
Gibbs joined John Arnott and David Wynn, pictured
left, in the last four.
THE Ladies Spring Bridge Drive attracted 76
participants, whose wonderful efforts doubled
the money raised for the Captain’s charities to
GOLFERS no longer need to use a fairway mat an amazing £1200. A hefty contribution from
on the course. If you have one in your golf Barclays Bank, by way of Matched Fundraising,
bag, please return it to the bucket in the shoe is also still to be added. Thanks to all, who helped.
cleaning area. Many thanks to everybody who
CHRIS Smith never looked back after parring
used a mat - it has made a positive difference
the opening three holes in the March Medal as
to the state of the fairways.
the 12-handicapper secured a one shot victory
BIRDIES on two of the last three holes helped with a round of net 69.
Elliot West snatch top spot in the March Sunday
Stableford as he fired a winning tally of 42 points. RYAN Evans used the fourth event on the MENA
Tour as a good warm up for his season on the
Nick Ward was runner-up on 40.
European Challenge Tour as he finished tied sixth
MEGHAN MacLaren backed up her victory in the Dubai Open.
in the Women’s New South Wales Open by
finishing eighth in the South Africa Women’s HARROWDEN Hall will be the venue for the
first of six ‘team building’ days this year for
Open the following week.
the Northamptonshire County Boys Under-18s
squad on Monday, April 8th

Tap-Ins

WELLINGBOROUGH members are expected to
be well represented in the opening NGL Junior
Order of Merit event of the year as Collingtree
Park hosts a Junior Open on Friday, April 19th.
WITH pages to fill in the Wellingborough Club
Magazine, there are plenty of opportunities to
advertise during the year. Please contact the
Club Office to get your message across to the
members and visitors in 2019.
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Back-to-back victories for brilliant Barby
OLIVIA Barby made the ideal start to the 2019
Wellingborough Junior Order of Merit as she
earned wins in both the nine-hole competitions
held at the Club in March.
In the first competition on March 10th, an excellent
score of 20 points proved enough for her to grab top
spot ahead of joint runners-up Harris Chacksfield
and Jack Meakin (both 16).

2019 Wellingborough Junior Order of Merit
Sunday, April 14th.
Sunday, May 26th.
Sunday, April 28th.
Sunday, June 9th.
Sunday, May 12th.
Sunday, June 23rd.

With two competitions scheduled to run each
month until the end of June, the 2018 NGL Junior
Order of Merit Girls Nine-hole champion was even
more impressive two weeks later as she posted a
magnificent winning tally of 25 points.
Three points behind in second place was Theo
Brown, who birdied the sixth and eighth hole in a
brilliant one-under-par gross score, while Archie
Filios was third on 18.
Junior organiser Nigel Grimmitt said: “All the
stableford competitions are open to junior golfers
with a handicap. They can book online.
“Those without a handicap are also welcome to
play, with the added bonus that their score can go
towards gaining a club handicap.
“The next nine-hole competition takes place on
Sunday, April 18th. Please turn up at the clubhouse
at 2.30pm for the ball draw and tee time.”

Keen to help next generation by using popular Junior Golf Passport
WHETHER a player wants to take up playing golf
for the first time or become an elite performer,
Wellingborough Golf Club aim to provide a
platform to enable young people to start their
golfing journey here.
The Club’s Junior Committee are currently
exploring the option of the Golf Foundation’s
Junior Golf Passport.
Junior organiser Nigel Grimmitt said: “Once
implemented at the club, their national structured
learning programme will give youngsters the
opportunity to learn the game under the expert
supervision of our PGA Professional golf coach
James Whittlemore.
“The Golf Passport has proved to be a popular
programme with parents at many other clubs and
with its implementation here at Wellingborough
we aim to attract more families along to our club.

“We have also implemented English Golf’s
Box of Tricks focussing on Junior social skills
development and fun golf activities to retain and
improve golf club membership.”
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Charities benefit from well-run Spring Bridge Drive
LADIES Captain Sally McKeown said: “Well, we are finally into Spring! The Winter has not been too bad,
but it is nice to be thinking of playing in better weather. We have much to look forward to.
“I have the first of my ‘big days’ on Tuesday, April 16th - Spring Meeting. It will be nice to see as many
Social Members as possible joining us for the evening meal.
“If you are able to attend, please sign up on the list in the corridor and indicate your menu choices.
“Annie, Gill and Brenda ran the Spring Bridge Drive recently. Can I extend my sincere thanks for the
time and effort you put into running the Bridge Drives. I am sure that both my charity, and George’s will
be very happy with the result.
“Thanks must be made also to all of those who helped to alleviate an unfortunate incident during the day,
when one of the players fell. We hope the unlucky lady is feeling better now.
“April sees the start of the friendly matches, and other team matches, so good luck to all who play in any
of the teams, near or far.
“My best wishes also go out to any of the players who are entering local, county or international
competitions. Please let us know of any successes, in order that they may be enjoyed by all.
“One of those success stories is Meghan MacLaren, who we were all delighted to see win her second
Ladies European Tour event as she retained her New South Wales title down in Australia.
“Everyone is so proud to see her represent Wellingborough Golf Club with such distinction, and we hope
this continues. Well done, Meg. Please turn over for a full interview with our champion golfer.”

Wellingborough Golf Club Magazine
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Winner on the Ladies European Tour - TWICE!
WELLINGBOROUGH Golf Club professional Meghan MacLaren recorded her second victory on
the Ladies European Tour as she retained her Women’s New South Wales Open in Australia
last month. After returning to the UK, our Meg nipped down to Harrowden Hall to meet up with
Wellingborough Golf Club Magazine to chat about her latest success.

How did it feel to win the Women’s New South
Wales Open again?
Meghan MacLaren: It was pretty amazing. It’s one
of those things that doesn’t quite sink in, whilst it’s
happening. The reason I was so proud is that you
can play well without winning - people can go five,
ten year spells without winning. There are so many
moments that happen when you are in contention, so
to know that I’d played well and won twice is the most
satisfying part of it.

What was your approach as defending champ?
I had the same situation as an amateur, with the
British Strokeplay Championships. I was not trying
to defend anything because the way I won last year
wasn’t through trying to defend anything, I just went
out and did my own thing - I tried to approach it that
way. There were more people talking to me, and asking
questions, but that’s a nice thing because they want
to know what you think, how the course is, how your
game is, so it elevates you a little bit. It helped that it
wasn’t the same course but it was completely different.

Leading going into the final round, how did you feel?
I’d been playing so well going into the event, and into the final round, so it’s hard not to think
that it’s going to be comfortable. Even though I know how hard golf is, you hope that it will carry
on like that. But it didn’t. Conditions were a lot tougher on the final day, which made it harder for
me to carry on the way I had all week.

What happened in the last round?
It wasn’t quite going to plan. There was a moment on the front nine when I could have gone three
ahead of the two girls I was playing with, it felt like that could have been a nail in their coffin. But
I missed a short putt, and then made bogey on the next, and you could see that it spurred on the
others - a lot of it is psychological in golf.

How did the game plan change?
Heading into the back nine, I was clinging on a bit. I wasn’t playing badly, but I kept having to
make up-and-downs to make par, rather than having comfortable birdie chances. I made bogey
on 13, when one of the girls made birdie, so three of us were tied for the lead. I didn’t know what
was going on with the other groups. I made a couple of really good pars as conditions were
getting harder, and I told myself ‘I’ve got enough to out grind the other two’. I was through the
toughest part and felt as long as I could find a way of getting pars, I would be fine. But I didn’t
know what was happening in front.

Did you see any scoreboards?
There was one scoreboard coming around, but it wasn’t always there. Because we’d gone
backwards, if someone had played well, there’s every chance they could be in the lead.
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What happened on the 16th tee?
I was one up on the other two when I walked to the 16th tee
but I needed to know what was going on because I thought I
was in the lead, but I might not be. I saw a friend, who said
another girl had just eagled the 16th to go two shots clear of me.

How did that affect your mind set?
I don’t know if that focussed me a little more. I knew I still
had three holes to go, so I didn’t have to force anything.

After finding the 16th fairway, what did you do?
I had quite a long time to wait before hitting my second - it
wasn’t an easy shot, but I’d had a similar one the day before,
a big cut with a three wood around the trees. Because it was
such a hard shot, it made me focus more. I was thrilled when I
hit it but I couldn’t see the green. My caddie saw it come down
and he said it was fine. When I got up there, it was six feet away!

How proud were you of that shot?
You’d like to think that you’d play the same shot whatever the
situation, but I’d been waiting the whole round for something to
happen. I produced when I really needed it. To make eagle was a bonus.

Did you think you were leading then?
I was quite happy to have a tap-in par on 17. I then saw a scoreboard, and my
name was at the top of the leaderboard, but I wasn’t sure if it had been updated.
I saw my friend, who confirmed that the other girl had double bogeyed the 18th.

How did you feel?
Within half an hour, I’d gone from ‘this has maybe gone’ to ‘as long as I don’t do
anything stupid on 18, it’s mine’. But the tee shot on the 18th was really horrible.

How did you play the last hole?
I hit it a bit right, but it was fine. It was a surreal moment - you feel as if it as an
out-of-body experience watching yourself. Once I hit my approach shot to 12 feet
onto the green, I knew it was mine. It wasn’t an easy putt, but I knew I wasn’t going
to do anything crazy. I was delighted when the birdie putt dropped (pictured).

How pleasing was it to finish in the top 10 in South Africa the next week?
It was 42 hours travelling straight from Australia to South Africa. I had to pull out
of the Pro-Am because I felt horrendous, so I basically played the first round blind.
I could have gone home, but there was an additional motivation to see if I could
get into contention again when I wasn’t feeling great. So that spurred me on. I
didn’t play well all week, but to get myself into position again, made me learn
something completely different but equally as positive as the week before.

What does this mean for the rest of your season?
I’m now in the British Open and the Evian. I will try and qualify for the US Open.

And the Solheim Cup, is that a target?
I’m not 100% sure how to get into the Solheim Cup team - I just know I need to
play well. There is a Solheim Cup points total, and also the World Rankings,
and there are a lot of strong Europeans in there. I have the bonus of knowing
that I played well at Gleneagles in the 2018 European Championships. So I
hope to get in automatically, or earn a Captain’s pick. But, yes, it’s a target.
11LET
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Solid start to Hollingsworth title defence
WELLINGBOROUGH have enjoyed a proud record in NGL team competitions in recent years as the
men’s, ladies and seniors have claimed the plaudits in county league tournaments. With the 2019
campaign now underway, this is how our teams have started the season.
NGL Hollingsworth Trophy - Group D
Wellingborough 4
Northampton 1

Kingsthorpe 3
Wellingborough 2

REIGNING champions Wellingborough had few WELLINGBOROUGH remain top of the Group
problems in their opening match of the year as D table despite suffering their first Hollingsworth
they defeated Northampton with ease.
defeat since last May.
Martin Dalton and Tim Veal set the tone with a 4&3 With all of the five ties reaching the 17th hole at
win, Richard Brown and Elliot Morgan doubled least, the opening game went against the visitors
the home lead on the 18th hole, before Dominic 2&1, before Tim Veal and Hollingsworth debutante
Holden and Adam Sherlock (2&1) confirmed the Neil Redding (pictured left) lost down the last.
victory.
Although Kingsthorpe made sure of the win thanks
Although Northampton pulled one back, they
couldn’t prevent Wellingborough recording their
fourth successive 4-1 win in this competition as
Mark Davis and Jon Harris (4&3) cantered home
in the last game.

to a win on the second extra hole, Wellingborough
kept going.

In a tight group when points difference could
prove crucial in securing a place in the semifinals, the defending champions grabbed a couple
of late wins.
Mark Davis and Duncan Felce (2&1) won game
four for Wellingborough, before Jon Harris and
Dominic Holden took the final point on the 18th
hole.
With Wellingborough hosting Rushden in their
third match of the campaign on April 27th, team
captain Adam Sherlock is likely to return after
missing the Kingthorpe match due to the birth of
his son.

NGL Junior League
WELLINGBOROUGH will need to play
one more game than last year in the
NGL Junior League after being drawn
in a three-team group.
Led by Junior Captain Michael Hinds
(pictured), the Club will face home and
away matches against Northants County B
and Collingtree Park in Group D.
In the other three groups, both
Peterborough
Milton
and
Northampton have three teams.

Kettering have two sides, County’s A team are
involved, while Overstone Park and Rushden
are represented in the 2019 tournament.
With all group matches taking place
between the Easter break and the end of
the summer holidays, Wellingborough’s
quartet of fixtures will be confirmed asap.
The leading team in each group will
meet in the Semi-finals on Saturday,
September 14th, with the Junior
League Final scheduled for a
fortnight later at a neutral venue.

Wellingborough Golf Club Magazine
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...Figured
it out yet?

Flag In?... or Flag Out?...

March Midweek Stableford (March 14th):
1 Mark Davis (32 points), 2 Glen Gulla (32),
3 David A Jackson (31).

Results
Ladies March Medal (March 23rd & 26th):
Silver Division: 1 Mary MacLaren (74 - 3 = 71),
2 Emma Maziak (92 - 15 = 77), 3 Jackie Banks
(95 - 17 = 78). Bronze Division: 1 Caroline
Anstee (116 - 36 = 80), 2 Pat Briggs (103 - 21 =
82), 3 Sue Butler (103 - 21 = 82).

Junior March Nine-Hole Comp (March 10th):
1 Olivia Barby (20 points), 2 Harris Chacksfield
(16), 3 Jack Meakin (16).

March Mixed Competition (March 10th):
1 Rod Gibbs, Carol Gibbs, Paul Sisman, Jane
Sisman, Martin & Anne Evans (67 points), 2
Chris Dickens, Liz Waine, Ian Jolly, Yvonne Jolly,
March Sunday Stableford (March 24th):
1 Elliott West (42 points), 2 Nick Ward (40), Stephen & Lima Townsend (59), 3 Huw Rees, Liz
Rees, Jim Boughton, Sandra Boughton, Michael
3 Keith Pickering (38).
Litchfield & Miriam Johnson (57).
Junior March Nine-Hole Comp (March 24th):
1 Olivia Barby (25 points), 2 Theo Brown (22), Seniors Lonsdale 2 (March 6th):
1 Brian Summers (42 points), 2 Phil Elwick
3 Archie Filios Harris (18).
(39), 3 Robin Everard (38).
Seniors Spring Open (March 21st):

1 Richard Mumford - Glen Gorse (36 points), 2 Ladies March Mulligan Stableford: (March 5th):
Michael Anderson - Aspley Guise & Woburn Sands Silver Division: 1 Geraldine Bunyan (30 points),
2 Carol Gibbs (30), 3 Miriam Johnson (29). Bronze
(36), 3 Andrew McCann - Pavenham Park (35).
Division: 1 Gaynor Arnott (29), 2 Sue Sharp (27), 3
Seniors American Foursomes (March 20th):
1 David Woolf & John Arnott (41 points), Denise Roderick (26).
2 Roger Seamark & Robert Lewis (41), 3
Jonathan Mott & Nigel Sargent (40).
Ladies Captain v Ladies Vice Captain (March 19th):
Winners: Ladies Captain’s Team.
March Medal 2019 (March 16th & 17th):
Division 1: 1 Dave Connolly, pictured right (80 10 = net 70), 2 Neil Redding (80 - 9 = 71), 3 Mark
Davis (75 - 2 = 73). Division 2: 1 Chris Smith (81
- 12 = 69), 2 Dan Barker (83 - 13 = 70), 3 Kevin
Meagher (90 - 17 = 73). Division 3: 1 Stephen
Roche (90 - 20 = 70), 2 Les Hillman (93 - 23 =
70), 3 Mark Howes (90 - 18 = 72).
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Full Set with... David Clifford
IN the latest of a new series of Q&A features with various members of the Club staff over the
coming months, Wellingborough Golf Club Magazine chatted with the man who has been the
model professional, quite literally, at Harrowden Hall, since he first joined the Club back in 1983.

What is your full job title?
Wellingborough Golf Club Head
Professional.
Family status?
Living with partner Vikki. No kids.
What would you change about
yourself?
A bit more hair on top would be
nice.
What is your golf handicap?
N/A. I turned professional after
just two years of playing, with a
handicap of four.
What is your guilty pleasure?
Nottingham Forest football fan.
What has been the highlight of your
career so far?
Too many to mention - there are lots
of things.
What has been the best advice you
have ever been given?
Stop watching Forest play.
If you could go anywhere right now,
where would it be?
Barbados.
If you won the lottery, what is the first thing you would do?
Go to Barbados!... and not come back!
What is the best part of your job?
Dealing with the people, particularly with the members, on a day-to-day basis.
What did you want to be when you were a child?
I always wanted to be a footballer. Golf didn’t come into my life until I was 16.
What is your favourite film?
Blue Brothers.
What do you do in your spare time?
Gardening. Can I get away with saying that?
What is the daftest work-related question you have ever been asked?
On more than one occasion... Is the course closed? Yes. So, is the competition still on?!

Wellingborough Golf Club Magazine
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Advertise
With Us
Please join us in 2019
and beyond

April 2019 fixtures
Date

Start/End

Event (1st tee, unless stated)

Tue 2nd

From 09:30

Seniors at John O'Gaunt

10:00-13:00 Ladies American Foursomes
Wed 3rd

07:45-11:10

Seniors Lonsdale 3

Thu 4th

12:00-13:00 Ladies Friendly v Kibworth

Sat 6th

09:15-10:00 Ladies April Medal

Sun 7th

08:00-13:00 April Sunday Yellow Tee Stableford

Tue 9th

10:00-13:00 Ladies April Medal

Full page;
from £70 + VAT
Half page;
from £45 + VAT
Quarter page;
from £30 + VAT
Office - 01933 677234
general.manager@
wellingboroughgolfclub.com

Summer
Bar Hours

Wed 10th 08:55-10:15 Seniors v Gog Magog
Thu 11th From 08:00

April Midweek Yellow Tee Stableford

Fri 12th

09:30-10:00 Junior April Stableford

Sat 13th

13:30-15:00 Hollingsworth v Rushden

Sun 14th 07:00-14:30 Handley Cup
15:00-15:30 Junior April Nine-hole Stableford
Tue 16th 08:30-15:30 Ladies Spring Meeting (1st & 10th)
Wed 17th From 11:00

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

11:00am - 10:00pm
11:00am - 10:00pm
11:00am - 11:00pm
11:00am - 11:00pm
11:00am - 11:00pm
11:00am - 11:00pm
11:00am - 10:00pm

Seniors at Market Harborough

14:00-15:00 B Team v Kibworth
Thu 18th tbc
Sat 20th

Mixed Match at Market Harborough

07:00-14:30 April Medal & Lombard Qualifier

Sun 21st 08:00-11:30

Summer
Catering Hours

April Medal & Lombard Qualifier

13:00-14:00 Ladies Intermediate at Kingsthorpe
Mon

10:50-13:00 Mixed Competition

Tue 23rd 10:00-13:00 Ladies Australian Spoons
Wed 24th 08:00-10:30 Seniors American Foursomes
Thu 25th From 08:00

April Midweek White Tee Medal

Sat 27th

Hollingsworth v Rushden

tbc

Sun 28th 07:50-14:00 Miller Cup (1st & 10th)

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

11:00am - 6:00pm
11:00am - 7:00pm
11:00am - 7:00pm
11:00am - 7:00pm
11:00am - 8:30pm
8:45am - 6:00pm
Filled rolls available

15:00-15:30 Junior April Nine-hole Stableford
Mon 29th From 09:00

Seniors at Aspley Guise

Tue 30th 10:00-13:00 Ladies April Stableford

Wellingborough Golf Club Magazine
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Added Protection
AND PEACE OF MIND
FOR ALL OUR
S
R
E
M
O
T
CUS
When buying a new, used vehicle,
you want to know that the car
you’re choosing is both safe and
reliable, here at Croyland Car
Megastore we are dedicated to
making sure you feel happy and
confident with your purchase. So
when buying a vehicle from us,
you can be sure that the car you’re
choosing is the right choice.

But don’t just take our word for
it as every car at Croyland Car
Megastore now includes as
standard AA Inspect and
Protect cover, which gives you:
• An independent, unbiased
vehicle inspection and report
• 12-months free breakdown

ore about this
To find out m
w
service and ho
exciting, new
p
you, please po
it can benefit
re
Car Megasto
into Croyland
a helpful
and speak to
aff or call
member of st

01933 413 415

20

• A free vehicle history check
• Three month’s free warranty
Peace of mind from one of the UKs
best known motoring organisations.

Croyland Car Megastore, Northampton Road,
Rushden, Northants, NN10 6GA
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